
Year 3

[Virtual] Welcome Meeting

July 2020



Meet the team…
Y3D

Ms Downey (Monday-Wednesday)

Ms Alam (Thursday & Friday)

Hello, my name is Ms Downey. I will be your teacher from Monday to Wednesday each week in

Year 3. I am excited about all the adventures that we will have together from September. A

little bit about me: I am originally from Ireland but have lived in England and Scotland for

most of my life. Before I was a teacher, I worked for BT and for an IT company but then

decided teaching was for me. When I was at primary school, I won times tables and spelling

competitions and read loads of books. I am married and have a crazy black and white rescue

cat called Sally. We live in the beautiful Peak District and out of my window I can see cows,

sheep, horses and pigs. I have travelled extensively visiting Asia, Oceania, North and South

America and lots of places in Europe. In my spare time, I run, walk and cycle in the Peak

District, visit friends and family and enjoy going to the theatre.

Hello, my name is Ms Alam. I am really looking forward to teaching you all next year. Year 3 is

going to be a wonderful journey filled with lots of fun, laughter and learning too! I really cannot

wait to meet you and get to know all about you. I thought it would be a nice start for you to know

some things about me first. I was born and brought up in Sheffield but lived for many years in

London and Bahrain. I have four children who keep me very busy. We love to cook together,

watch movies and go for long walks in the Peak District. I have been a teacher for over ten

years and my favourite subjects are English and History – I also like teaching Drama. When I

was at school, I really enjoyed playing sports. I competed in a lot of cross country races and was

in the lacrosse team. In my spare time I love reading; Roald Dahl is one of my favourite authors.

My hobbies include travelling and I have been very lucky to have visited a lot of beautiful places.

I also like the theatre, art galleries and eating chocolate based goodies.



Y3C

Mr Coles

Hello. My name is Mr Coles and I am really looking forward to being your 

teacher next year as you move into Year 3. I am really looking forward to 

meeting you all and getting to know you in September, but thought you 

might like to know a few things about me first. I was born in Sheffield and, 

except for four years away at university, I have lived here my whole life. I 

love living in Sheffield: there is so much diversity and so many things to 

see and do. In school, the subjects I really enjoy teaching are maths, art 

and computing. I have two children, aged 7 and 12, and I love going out 

into the Peak District with them as well as playing one of the many board 

games we have. My favourite foods include pizza, cheese and pork pies! 

To relax I enjoy listening to all different kinds of music and reading, as well 

as a spot of DIY around the house.

Meet the team…



Y3BG

Mrs Bowen (Monday-Wednesday)

Mrs Gillott (Wednesday-Friday)

Meet the team…

My name is Mrs Bowen and lots of you will recognise me from different musical events

around school, which I really enjoy organising. I am really looking forward to getting to

know you all but I thought you would like to know a little about me first. I was born and

grew up in Lancashire but moved to Sheffield in 2003 to settle with my husband Ivor. We

now have two amazing boys, Seth who is 8 and Noah who is 6. As a family we love

exploring different places locally and further afield either on our bikes or on foot,

usually with family and friends. Other hobbies I enjoy are running, walking and mountain

biking, especially when it involves mud and large rocks. Year 3 is going to be full of

exciting learning experiences and opportunities which will be packed with fun and more

fun! I cannot wait! See you soon.

Hello! My name is Mrs Gillott and I cannot wait to meet you all next year! I will be

teaching you alongside Mrs Bowen. My days are Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays.

Before we meet in September, I thought I would tell you a little about myself. My

favourite subjects at school were English, Art and Drama. I was also in the school choir

and took part in lots of plays and performances - I really love to sing and dance. I have

one pet: a hedgehog called Harvey. In my spare time I like walking and exploring new

places, making things like jam and candles, and reading books with my little girl. If you

have any ideas of books we can read together we would love to hear them! I hope you are

as excited about starting in Year 3 as I am. See you soon!



Daily routines
• English (including a grammar starter)

• Maths (including a flashback starter)

• Reciprocal Reading

• Spellings

• Other Subjects: Art, Spanish, Music, RE, PE, DT, 

Geography, History, etc.
Each day follows a routine. Across Key Stage Two, we begin the morning with a

focused task. Each English and maths lesson is started with a Quick Fire element

– this gives the children the opportunity to revisit and consolidate prior learning.

Each class has a daily Reciprocal Reading session – this is the opportunity for the

whole class to focus on short bursts of text and to build their knowledge and

skills as they move through Key Stage Two. Outside of the core subjects, the

children will have access to a broad and balanced curriculum.



Immersive learning

Where possible we link each subject to the overarching theme. 

E.g. Sheffield Artists whilst studying Sheffield and its history. 

What to look forward to in Year 3…



Themes in Year 3

"Nah then, you alreyt?"
A focus on Sheffield’s history, culture and its geographical 

surroundings and magnetism.

What do you need to survive?
Locate polar regions, Inuit life, polar exploration, global 

warming and light and shadows.

Where did it all start?
Life in the Stone Age through to the Iron Age – settlements, 

Stonehenge, Skara Brae and rocks.



Times tables
• By the end of Year 3, the children are expected to know

the 2, 3, 4, 5, 8 and 10 times tables and related division

facts (known by the end of Key Stage 1).

• Please help your child practise.

• The following slide will give you some ideas on how you

can help your child at home.



What can you do to help?

• Times tables chanting: “6, 12, 18, 24…”;

• Times tables chanting in reverse order: “108, 99, 90, 

81…”;

• Using times tables songs, like Schoolhouse Rock’s ‘3 is A 

Magic Number’;

• Using apps like Times Table Rock Stars (ask your child’s 

class teacher for a log in if they have misplaced it.) 

• Using free online games, like those on Maths Frame;

• Asking your child multiplication calculations out of order, 

like: “What is 4 x 7? What is 9 x 5? What is 6 x 11?”;



Class Dojo

• Class Dojo is a fun way to encourage positive learning behaviours 

and Westways’ learning powers: Independence, Collaboration, 

Communication, Resilience, Concentration & Keep improving.

• Collect Dojos for showing good learning behaviours, improving their 

work and using their learning powers. Prizes are awarded to the 

children who have earned the most dojos every week.



Positive Behaviour
Children…

• are awarded certificates to recognise good use of

the school Learning Powers.

• are positively praised and collect Dojos, and also

receive daily stickers and Platinum Awards for

actions such as displaying positive behaviour, being

a good role model and improving their classwork.

• in Key Stage 2 (Years 3 – 6) take part in Friday

Club, which is the opportunity for children to

choose an enrichment activity led by a member of

staff.



Reading 

• Reciprocal reading

• Home reading/reading books

• Home school diaries

• Year 3 Reading Challenge

As well as daily opportunities for reading in

Reciprocal Reading sessions, children will be

exposed to a range of texts throughout the

curriculum. We would encourage children to read

everyday at home and for a note to be made in

your child’s home school diary (these will be

distributed in September). We have also recently

introduced a ‘Reading Challenge’ to each year

group consisting of 100 books to try and read

throughout the year.



Physical Education (PE)
At the start of the school year, you will receive a newsletter that 

will outline your child’s PE slots. 

In the Autumn term, children should be sent to school in their 

PE kit on PE days as we are trying to minimise the number of 

items that travel between home and school.

Please ensure your child has the

appropriate Westways PE kit and

removes all jewellery. One PE

session a week will be outdoors,

weather permitting. If your child

is unable to do PE for any reason,

they must present a note from a

home.



Home Learning

• Weekly home learning tasks will be set on

Fridays and will focus on reinforcing an

aspect of our current learning.

• There is a timetabled ‘Home Learning

Review’ session with an opportunity to ask

questions and clarify misconceptions.



Healthy Snacks

• As part of our aim to be a healthy school, we

ask that any snacks sent in for break times

are ‘healthy’.

• Please do not pack crisps or chocolate bars

as a morning snack.

Please note break times and lunch times may differ from in Year 2 

and children will need a snack to keep them going until lunch time. 



Any questions?

Thank you for taking the time to look at this

presentation. We hope that it has answered some of

the questions you may have about your child’s

transition to Year 3.

If you have any questions that this presentation has

not addressed, please send your query to

enquiries@westways.sheffield.sch.uk or speak to your

child’s teacher at the end of the transition session on

Friday 17th July.

Miss Campbell (Year 3/4 Phase Leader)

mailto:enquiries@westways.sheffield.sch.uk

